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AMENDMENT TO THE CLAIM S 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application; 

1-11. (Cancelled) 

12. {Currently Amended) A computer -implemented method 
comprising : 

registering a first plurality of agent during 
installa tion; and 

performing a — f irat - dio eovo r - y operation — arftoiudi-ng 
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registering an additional agent durin g an upgrade without 
modify ing the first plu rality of agents or disc overy 
methodol ogy. -,--a-n£ 

^erf<^m-are g a oecond diac ov<>ry^p<>r-a-t-i-^n with o — occond 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein said first 
plurality of agents include a plurality of discovery agents and 
a plurality of aggregator agents. 



14. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein said 
x^egistering the additional agent comprises storing an agent file 
describing attributes of the additional agent in an agent 
directory. 



15. (Original) The method of claim 14, wherein the agent 
tile comprises an Extensible' Markup Language (XML) file. 

16. (Currently Amended) An article, including instructions 
residing on a computer- readable medium, the instructions causing 
a computer to: 
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receive discovery data collected from a plura 1 i t y of 
network eteviee devices by fewe— a first plurality of 
discovery agents registered during installation; 

receive d is cover y d ata collected from a network device 
by an additional discovery agent registered during an upgrade; 

aggregate oaid discovery data collected from a second 
plural it y of disco very agents t he s econ d plu rality of discovery 
agents i ncluding the first pluralit y of dis covery agents and the 
addi tional discovery agent ; 

generate a relationship file characterizing 
relationships among network devices identified by the two or 
menee second plurality of discovery agents; 

coalesce the discovery data in a software file 
comprising a discovery document, said discovery data including 
two or more duplicate data entries; and 

remove all but one of the duplicate data entries from 
the discovery document . 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The article of claim -3r?- 16 , 
wherein the instructions that cause the computer to receive 
discovery data comprise instructions that cause the computer to 
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call said two or mo iee second % JBiHJES3^L?5LJE^ discovery agents from 
the agent directory. 

19. (Currently Amended) The article of claim *^ 16, 
wherein the instructions that cause the computer to aggregate 
said data comprise instructions that cause the computer to call 
fe w- ' or-rnorc aggregator agents listed in an agent directory. 

20. (Currently Amended) The article of claim ^ 16 , 
wherein the agent directory comprises a plurality of Extensible 
Markup Language (XML) files. 

21. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 16, 
wherein the instructions that cause the computer to remove the 
second duplicate data entry comprise instructions that cause the 
computer to: 

identify two or more agents responsible for generating 
the two or more duplicate data entries, each agent having a 
priority value; 

compare the priority values of the two or more agents ; 

identify a first agent having a highest priority, said 
first agent responsible for generating a first duplicate data 
entry in the two or more duplicate data entries; and 

remove all but the first duplicate data ei\try, 
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22. (Original) The article of claim 21, wherein the two or 
more agents are discovery agents. 

23. (Original) The article of claim 21, wherein the two or 
more agents are aggregator agents. 

24. (Original) The article of claim 16, wherein the 
discovery document is an Extensible Markup Language (XML) file. 

25. (Currently Amended) The article of claim 16, wherein 
the instructions that cause the computer to receive discovery 
data comprise instructions that cause the computer to receive 
discovery data collected from ti ^Q^moro a plurality of network 
devices by said -frwe -or more second pluralit y of discovery 
agents. 

26. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 25, 
further comprising instructions that cause the computer to: 

store the discovery document in a discovery database; 

and 

generate a key for each discovered network device in 
the discovery document. 
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27. (Currently Amended) An article, including instructions 
residing on a computer- readable medium, the instructions causing 
a computer to: 

registering a first plurality of agents^ during 
i nstallation ; and 

egatri-ng-^a^-a— -fr-o m a fir at plur a lity o f- 



eoa-l« 
document-,- 

??em oving a 1 -1- 
entries f ro ffh^i^id~<^i-^e<: 



i-^s-sa-id-da-t-a- 

-he-dupl-iea ke~da> ta 
fc-o~ eaeh— network- 
-preced ence file to oaid discovery 



registering an additional agent during an upgrade without 
modifyin g the first plurality of agents or discov e r y 
me t hodo 1 oqy . -; — and 

plural i tey-of- a gon to including oaid firot: p j^ga-Pir ty of agonto and 
sa-i d add - 
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28. (Original) The article of claim 27, wherein said first 
plurality of agents include a plurality of discovery agents and 
a plurality of aggregator agents. 

29. (Previously Presented) The article of claim 28, 
wherein the instructions that cause the computer to register the 
additional agent comprise instructions that cause the computer 
to store an agent file describing attributes of the additional 
agent in an agent directory. 

30. (Original) The article of claim 29, wherein the agent 
file comprises an Extensible Markup Language (XML) file. 
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